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Ms. Judith E. Ayres
Regional Administrator
215 Fremont Street
San Francisco, California 94105
Dear Ms. Ayres:
Near Coastal waters Problems
Thank you for your letter of March 14, 1986 requesting our
assessment of the near coastal water problems in our region and our
participation in the Near Coastal Waters Horkshop to be held in San
Francisco on April 11, 1986. In the prepar<:ltion of this asses:""ment,
we have solicited the assistance of Frank Sansone, and Keith Chave,
Department of Oceanography and James Parrish, Hawaii Cooperative
Fisheries Research Unit.
In reviewing the background materials provided, one very
important question was immediately apparent. The geographical
boundaries of the "near coastal waters" are not defined except in
very generalized terms. For example, are we concerned only with the
shoreline interface, the tidal excursion, the 3 mile "limit" or the
Exclusive Economic Zone? Before one can propose a strategic plan the
dimensions of the area must be clearly defined. To establish this
definition therefore becomes our first recommendation.
It seems apparent that developing environmental plans and
management strategies for near coastal waters in Hawaii, and oceanic
;island, may require quite a different approach than that used for
continental near coastal waters. While many of the activities are
simUar, the impacts may be quite different given an island setting
and tropical climate.
Agents of Impact From Activities Affecting Near Coastal Waters
In general, the "Agents of Impact" cited in Table 1 and the
"Contribution of Land and Water Activities to Near Coastal Waters
Environmental Problems" (Table 2) are similar for Hawaii with but a
few exceptions. We have indicated these exceptions on Tables 1 and
2, to the right of the data given.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
· ...
The "Range of Impact" however, may be quite different in
some cases. Attachment 6 provides definitions for the various
activities but it does not stipUlate the criteria for the
''Major, Moderate, and Minor" designations. Quantification of
these traditionally sUbjective terms is difficult but without
some explanation, comparisons between geographic areas, ie.
Washington, California, Oregon or Hawaii are not likely to have
much meaning. Certainly the problems must be quantified if a
strategic plan, development, implementation or management scheme
is to be objectively designed.
A universal problem in quantifying environmentally related
"problems" is that with few exceptions the concerns are so site
specific that generalizations as to their relative impacts are
often not meaningful. A "major" problem in one location may be
quite "minor" or non-existant in another. A classic example of
this can be found in the environmental effects of offshore
disposal of sewage wastes. The unique environmental conditions
of Hawaii's marine environment, (near shore deep water, strong
currents, high mixing coefficients, low nutrients,) permit the
deep water discharge of advanced priJnary treated sewage effluent
to take place with only a very localized and "minor"
environmental impact. Comparable discharge volumes in other
locations with different physical environmental characteristics
can result in "major" ecological or even pUblic health
problems.
Specific problems of environmental concern in the near
coastal waters of Hawaii include toxic chemical use (antifouling
paints and pesticides), alternate energy developments, marine
mining, and aquaCUlture.
We cUd not review the material on the Southern California
Bight (Attachment 7). Your west coast contributors would be
better able to provide meaningful comments on areas within their
geographic expertise.
We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to the
development of the strategic plan for the near coastal waters
environment.
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